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The Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust

The OverbergRenosterveldConservationTrustis a Non-Profit Organisationdedicatedto saving
Renosterveldhabitatsin the Overbergwheatbelt. By collaboratingwith our partners,in both the
NGOand governmentsectors,we are working towards establishingrelationshipswith farmers
who understandthe importance of conservingand managingremnantsof natural vegetationg
the life blood of the wheat belt, and the reservoirsfor insuringthe future of biodiversityand
ecosystemwell-beinginto the future. TheORCWwasestablishedn April 2012 becausethe need
for an NPO dedicated solely towards conservationin the Rlenswas realized The Trust is
governedby a small Board of Trusteesand the Chairof this board, Dirk van Papendorp,is a
commercialfarmer in the region The ORCTis directed by Dr Odette Curtis,an ecologistwith a
passionfor Renosterveldonservationand over 10 yearsof experiencein workingwith Overberg
farmers

Thebeautiful RenosterveldReserveknown asHaarwegskloofs a very specialplace it forms part
of the largestand most contiguousstretch of Renosterveldeft in the world andit containsmany
rare and endemicspecies WWFSA (World Wildlife Fund, South Africa) purchasedthis farm in
late 2013 and handedit to the OverbergRenosterveldConservationlrustfor managementand
caretaking The ORCThassincerenovatedinfrastructure on the homesteadand establishedthe
first-ever Renosterveldand Visitor Centre We are extremelyproud to sharethis incrediblegem
with you.

Pleasevisit our websiteto learn more about the work we do, and feel free to contactus should
you haveanyqueries

Website www.overbergrenostervelgrg.za

Contacts Director. Dr Odette Curtis info@overbergrenosterveldrg.za 0835513341
Bookingdor the RenosterveldCentrethrough SharorkKing
bookings@overbergrenostervetitg.za

NPO# 124-296

Above,from left to right: ORCBoard of Trustees Dirk van Papendorp(Chair,farmer), LesleyRichardsor(ViceChair,
CEof FlowerValleyConservationTrust),Prof MuthamaMuasya(SeniorResearchefJCT)and SeanPrivett (ecologist
& Fynbogyuide).

Above, from left to right: ORCTstaff: Dr Odette Curtis (Director), Jannie Groenewald(Reserve& Centre
Manager),SharorKing(PAto Director)& KeirLynch(Manager WatercourseRestorationProject)



Activities on the Reserve

Hereare someof the activities that you canenjoyon our reserve

A Gobird-watching(seeour speciesinventoryfor the bird list we havethus far and pleasefeel
free to assistuswith updatingthis andthe other speciedists)

A Gofor a walk on the Reserveand explore our kloofs with their forest and thicket and our
koppieswith their beautifulquartzpatches(seeaccompanyingnapsfor potential walks)

A Takeyourselfon a walk through our largestquartz patch, with all its specialspeciesthis walk
is markedwith signswhichtell youaboutsomeof the most specialplantsalongthis route.

A Takea cycledown anyof the publicroadson andaroundthe reserve

A Checkcameratrapswith Jannie pur ReserveManager;f andwhenhe is doingso.

A Lenda postgraduatestudenta handin the field.

A Chillon the patio, or nextto our little poolto cooloff in summer

A Spendime in our little library.

A Breathe Rest Relax Sleep
A Braai




INFORMATION FOR GUESTS VISITING THE RENOSTERVELD CENTRE

Welcometo our RenosterveldCentreand ReserveWe are very happyto be ableto sharethis

specialplacewith you ¢ we hope your experiencewill be a memorableone. Asyou may have
noticed, this Centreis not your typical selfcateringguesthouse Thishomesteadis used by

post-graduatestudentsasa basefor their researchand field-work, while we are alsoopen for

guestswho wish to experiencethe renosterveldand surrounds If there are studentson the

reserveundertakingfield work, you are welcometo askto accompanythem on trips. Jannie
Groenewald pour ReserveManager,is an excellentecologistand is occasionallyavailablefor a
guidedwalk (minimum RLOO per persondonation) Naturally,beingan NGO,we are seeking
innovativewaysin whichto coverthe costsassociatedwith the upkeepand managementof

this Centreand Nature Reserve We chargethe minimum rates that we are able to chargec

you are welcometo visit our website and contact us, shouldyou wish to contribute through
anythingadditional!J

This booklet is aimed at providing you with more detailed information on the Overberg
RenosterveldConservationTrust,the ReserveCentre,aswell asother activitiesthat you might
enjoyin the area

Afew important Rules
A Pleaseado not litter or smokein the veld.
A Nodogsallowedin the Reserve

A Pleaseake your recyclingwith you, aswe do not haveanyrecyclingdepotscloseby, sothis

will be of greathelpto us.




Places of interest outside the Renosterveld Reserve

D 99" HOOP NATURE RESERVE
oy

DeHoop Nature ReservgDe Hoop Collection)
Distancefrom Haarwegsklooft15 km
DeHoopNature Reserveas a CapeNatureowned, coastalReserveandis one of the jewelsof the
Cape It comprisesbeautiful limestoneridgescoveredwith fynbos,as well aswetlands,coastal
dunes and strandveld vegetation De Hoop is also home to severalreintroduced large game
species,including Bontebok Hartebeestand Cape Mountain Zebra It is one of the most
spectaculasitesfor watchingwhales (Julyto November)

Thereis arestaurantservingluncheson the Reservegr you cantake a picnic

Potberg forms part of the De Hoop Nature Reserve It is the home of the only CapeVulture
colonyin the WesternCape

Malgas
Distancefrom Haarwegskloof+35 km

Thelittle town of Malgasis seton the westernbankof the BreedeRiver Malgasis knownbestas
the town with the last survivinghand-drivenriver pont in operationin the country. Onecanstill
negotiatethe BreedeRiverby pont betweenthe eastandwestbanksat Malgastoday.

Theareaisanaturet 2 @ Salalfise particularlyfor fishingand bird watching,asthe estuaryof
the BreedeRiversustainsan abundanceof fish, includingCob,SpottedGrunterand Garrick,and
attractsfish eaglespspreysandkingfishers Thereare a coupleof smallpubsin the villagewhich
arealsofun to visit.

SIJNN

Distancefrom Haarwegskloof+ 35 km

Sijnn (PronouncedSayN) vineyardsare situated between the tiny hamlet of Malgasand Cape
Infanta, at the mouth of the Breede River ¢ called Sijnn by the original Khoisan
inhabitants Perchedon a plateau of schistand rolled stones,about 15km from the southern
oceansof Africa All of the vinesare grown asbushvineswith most of them plantedin 2004and

2005 Thevinesgrow in a natural way adaptingto their environmentwith a gentle helpinghand

Thesenatural, handcrafted wines are fermented with indigenousyeasts, barrel matured and
bottled unfiltered. Made by David Trafford (CWGwinemaker)and his team in Malgas Sijnnhave
alsoset asidesomebeautiful renosterveldon their farm for conservationand are IPWand BWI
approved Theyalsopracticenear-organic,naturalfarming




Places of interest outside the Renosterveld Reserve

Swellendam
Distancefrom Haarwegskloaf+40 km

Swellendamprides itself on its sense of community, unity, art, music, good food, and
beauty The towns and villagesthat make up the Greater SwellendamArea are Swellendam
Suurbraak Barrydale Buffeljags Stormsvlei Malagasand Capelnfanta ¢ eachhasits own very
specialidentity.

Thereare many beautiful Nature Reservesn the vicinity of SwellendamincludingMarloth on
the edgeof the town, BontebokNational Parkjust south of the town and Grootvadersboscln
the Quurbraakarea

Bredasdorp
Distancefrom Haarwegskloaf+40 km

Bredasdorpis a usefultown to visit, if you needto stockup on groceries,etc. It is alsoworth
visitingKapulaCandlesandthe Shipwreckviuseum

Only + 23 km from Bredasdorplies the fishing village of Arniston a picturesquelittle village,
characterizedy its lime-washedand thatched houses Fishermerstill goto seain boatsof the
stylethat would havebeenfamiliarto localsin the earlynineteenthcentury,althoughnow under
contractto largercommercialenterprises Whalewatchingis a populartourist activity here and
the beachesare breathtakinglybeautiful.

One can also visit the beautiful De Mond Nature Reserve which is located on the mouth /
estuaryof the HeuningnesRiver

Napier

Distancefrom Haarwegsklooft55km (15km west of Bredasdorp

Napieris a charminglittle village nestled below the Kleinbergmountain It has severalcoffee
shopsandrestaurantsandmuchcharm!




Map showing the location of Haarwegskloof relative to the

surrounding landscape
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BIODIVERSITY INVENTORY
Haarwegskloof Renosterveld Reserve
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Compiled by the Overberg Renosterveld
Conservation Trust
Authors: O. E. Curtis & J. P. Groenewald



HISTORY & BACKGROUND: Haarwegskloof

In late 2013 after almost five years of negotiations, WWFSA purchasedthe farm from the
previous owners in order to ensure its protection in perpetuity. The Overberg Renosterveld
ConservationTrust (ORCTjvas designatedas the ManagementAuthority on this property and
Faunaand Floralnternationalin the UK(FFI)providedfundingfor the initial managemenplanning
and interventions,as well asthe Nature Reservedeclaration(through/ I LIS b | Stedzhlisii)E
Programme)

In 2014 the ORCTaisedsufficientfundsto restorethe existinghomesteadand establishthe first-
ever RenosterveldResearch& Visitor Centre It is planned that this Reserveand Centre will
become a flagship locality for renosterveld conservationin the Overbergand the world. The
Centre will be a hub for postgraduate students to carry out researchon the h @S Nb S N
renosterveld, while also providing ecotourism and education opportunities which will i) grow
awarenessabout the plight of renosterveldand ii) generate an income for the ORCTso that
managemenbecomesmore sustainable

Thisspeciesnventoryis a dynamicdocumentthat will be grownand extendedasmore expertson
the various taxa spend time at the Centre/ Reserveand contribute towards expandingour
knowledgeof the specieghat occurin this specialplace

THE CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE OF
HAARWEGSKLOOF

Haarwegsklooffogether with its two neighbours Luiperdskopand Plaatjieskraalcomprisesthe
largest and most contiguous extant lowland Renosterveldthat remainsin the Overbergand
essentially,on Earth Togetherthese three properties comprise about 1500 ha EasternRdens
ShaleRenosterveldHaarwegskloofs about 500ha in size,with about 80% beingvirgin land, the
remainder being previously ploughed (recovering)lands The Reservecontains a substantial
diversityof speciesandparticularlymanyrare andthreatenedbirdsandplants




The map below shows the extent and shape of Haarwegskloof and the location
of the Renosterveld Centre.

Haarwegskloof &eighbours

De Hoop NR

Map above denotes the remnant renosterveld in the Overberg and the positioning of
Haarwegskloofind its neighbours demonstratingthe relevanceof this Reservan the landscape
context



